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Current Legal Aid Rates 
(S.I. No. 742 of 2024) For the First Two Cases

First Appearance € 239.38

 
Remand €   59.86

For Each Subsequent Case

First Appearance € 143.61

Remand €    59.86

Reduced rates apply in 

respect of co-defendants



Background to the current 
rates

Section 10(1)(b) of the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid) 

Act 1962 is the basis for the making of Regulations 

prescribing the fees

The current rates are fixed by S.I. No. 742 of 2024

After a slow and steady increase over the years the rate 

culminated at (S.I. No. 41 of 2007):

For the First Four Cases

First Appearance € 271.13

 

Remand €   67.80



Chronology of the FEMPI cuts

FEE FOR THE FIRST APPEARANCE

31/12/2008  €271.13

01/01/2009  €264.52

01/03/2009  €243.36

01/04/2010  €223.89

01/07/2011  €201.50

THEN A SLOW PARTIAL RESTORATION  
OF FEES

01/10/2024  €221.65

01/01/2025  €239.39

A total reduction of 25.68%



Key Elements of the Flat Fee Proposal

A single one off payment per case

• Basic fee calculated on the basis of four appearances + 

8% increase

• A fixed amount of money for an unlimited amount of work

One case = One fee 

• Flat fee payable for each co-defendant

• Case must be heard separately and arise from a different 

incident

Three different rates: 

• Basic: €455 

• Indictable cases: €100

• When counsel is instructed: €600 to split evenly between 

solicitor and counsel

Massive 

Information 

Gap

No clarity on many issues, including for example:

▪ what will happen when there is a change of solicitor,

▪ what will happen if  different counsel are used at different appearances,

▪ what will happen when multiple cases are heard on the same date,

▪ the execution of bench warrants, etc etc



The Objections Raised by the Law Society

▪ Based on a flawed review of the system that ignore systemic issues.

▪ An indeterminate amount of work for a fixed fee.

▪ The One-Size-Fits-all model ignore reality – workload, duration, complexity, 

client’s needs and personality vary significantly from case to case.

▪ This model threatens access to justice and the right to legal aid. 

▪ Vulnerable defendants and children will be disproportionately affected by 

the difficulties to secure representation

▪ The flat fee model has already failed in Civil Legal Aid leading to an exodus 

of solicitors in that area.

▪ This is not a restoration of fees but a cut, in complete contradiction with the 

Programme for Government commitment to fully restores the FEMPI cuts. 



Law Society’s Gazette Survey of May 2026

• 212 answers (response rate of 80%)

• Shows an extreme alarm within the profession at the proposal.

86% 88% 78%
of the respondents 
consider that the 
proposal should be 
abandoned entirely or 
substantially revised.

81%

88% declare that the 
proposal would 
“significantly” negatively 
affect a defendant’s 
ability to secure legal 
representation.

deem that it was very 
likely that the proposal 
would lead to further 
delay to allow 
defendant to secure 
legal representation.

81%  believe that a 
similar exodus from 
the panel as seen in 
family law is very likely 
to occur if the 
proposal goes 
forward.



If the proposed flat-fee model is introduced, do you believe 
that it will lead to delays for defendants in securing access to 
legal representation?



If the proposed flat-fee model is introduced, do you believe 
that it will lead to delays for defendants in securing access to 
legal representation?



The proposed reform would reduce the flat fee for cases being sent forward 
on indictment from the basic rate of €455 to €100. Does this reduced fee 
adequately reflect the complexity and workload involved in indictable cases?



If the proposed flat-fee model is introduced, do you believe 
that it will lead to delays for defendants in securing access 
to legal representation?



National Media Coverage



Social media posts



National Media Coverage
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