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Background to the current
rates

Section 10(1)(b) of the Criminal Justice (Legal Aid)
Act 1962 is the basis for the making of Regulations
prescribing the fees

The current rates are fixed by S.l. No. 742 of 2024

After a slow and steady increase over the years the rate
culminated at (S.l. No. 41 of 2007):
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Chronology of the FEMPI cuts

( 31/12/2008 €271.13 \
( 01/01/2009 €264.52 \ [ 01/01/2025 €239.39 ]
( 01/03/2009 €243.36 \
( 01/04/2010 €223.89 \

A total reduction of 25.68%
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Key Elements of the Flat Fee Proposal

A single one off payment per case

» Basic fee calculated on the basis of four appearances +
8% increase

« Afixed amount of money for an unlimited amount of work

One case = One fee

» Flat fee payable for each co-defendant

» Case must be heard separately and arise from a different
incident

Three different rates:

« Basic: €455

* Indictable cases: €100

 When counsel is instructed: €600 to split evenly between
solicitor and counsel

No clarity on many issues, including for ex
= what will happen when there is a change of
= what will happen if different counsel are used
= what will happen when multiple cases are hea
= the execution of bench warrants, etc etc



The Objections Raised by the Law Society

= Based on a flawed review of the system that ignore systemic issues.
= An indeterminate amount of work for a fixed fee. o bl

= The One-Size-Fits-all model ignore reality — workload, duration, complexity,
client’s needs and personality vary significantly from case to case.

= This model threatens access to justice and the right to legal aid.

Submission on Flawed PcoposalsloMoﬂ!Wﬁ
Criminal Legal Aid Work if District Court

= Vulnerable defendants and children will be disproportionately affected by et el Il b
the difficulties to secure representation 27 Mascn 2020

= The flat fee model has already failed in Civil Legal Aid leading to an exodus
of solicitors in that area.

» This is not a restoration of fees but a cut, in complete contradiction with the
Programme for Government commitment to fully restores the FEMPI cuts.
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Law Society’s Gazette Survey of May 2026

* 212 answers (response rate of 80%)
« Shows an extreme alarm within the profession at the proposal.

88% declare that the 81% believe that a
proposal would similar exodus from
“significantly” negatively the panel as seenin
affect a defendant’s family law is very likely
ability to secure legal to occur if the
representation. proposal goes

88% "81%

86%

of the respondents
consider that the
proposal should be
abandoned entirely or
substantially revised.

/8%

deem that it was very
likely that the proposal
would lead to further
delay to allow
defendant to secure
legal representation.
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If the proposed flat-fee model is introduced, do you believe
that it will lead to delays for defendants in securing access to
legal representation?

@ 82.5%
It is neither fair
nor workable
@ 15%
It is workable
PER but not fair
212 . 20/,
Responses Yes, it is fair
and workable
@ 0.5%

Unsure
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If the proposed flat-fee model is introduced, do you believe
that it will lead to delays for defendants in securing access to

legal representation?

10% @ 37%
Very likely Unlikely
@ 33%
Very unlilkely
PER O
2 0 7 Legal Aid Panel
Responses
@ 10%
Very likely
@ 20%
Somewhat
likely
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The proposed reform would reduce the flat fee for cases being sent forward
on indictment from the basic rate of €455 to €100. Does this reduced fee
adequately reflect the complexity and workload involved in indictable cases?

@ 94%
It is neither fair
nor workable
@ 5.5%
No, itis
PER inadequate
209 @ 0.5%
Responses Yes, itis

adequate
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If the proposed flat-fee model is introduced, do you believe
that it will lead to delays for defendants in securing access

to legal representation?

78%
O

Yes, very likely

@ 13%

Somewhat likely

® 5%
Unlikely

@ 3%

Very unlikely

PER

210

Responses
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National Media Coverage

Mayo solicitor criticises
changes to legal aid system

June 5, 2026 11:20 pm

A\

The President of the Mayo Solicitors’ Bar
Association has warned of the consequences of

new legal aid rules coming in to force next month.

Currently, a solicitor receives a starting fee of €239
for an initial appearance for a criminal legal aid
case in the district courts and then €59 for each

ubsequent appearance

However, new rules set to be introduced from the
beginning of July will lead to a flat fee of €455
regardless of how many court appearances there

are.
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Home Stations Shows Podcasts Search

Special report on criminal legal aid

CLIP « 6 MINS « 04 JUN - NEWS AT ONE

¢~ Back to Show Page

Notes

Lawyers and civil liberty groups are urging the Minister for
Justice to reconsider plans to introduce a new fee structure for
Criminal Legal Aid cases in the District Courts. Our reporter Kate

Egan has more on this.

Irish Independent 7
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Social media posts

Law Society of Ireland
¢

The Department of Justice's proposal for Criminal Legal Aid
will lead to slower court processes and increased delays for
both victims and defendants

This proposal will drive solicitors out of the Criminal Legal Aid
Scheme. The people who will pay the price are some of the

most vulnerable in society.

Director of Policy, Brian Hunt, speaks from Leinster House
where he outlines how this proposal is based on flawed
assumptions from the Department of Justice

The Law Society will continue to engage with Government,
opposition and other stakeholders. A person charged with an
offence should not, in a modern democracy, find that there is
no solicitor available to represent them

Sligo Solicitors Bar Association Mayo Solicitors’ Bar
Association DSBA (Dublin Solicitors Bar Association)
Southern Law Association Donegal Bar Association

Limerick Solicitors Bar Association Galway Solicitors Bar

Law Society of Ireland
¢

Criminal Legal Aid has been raised in the Dail with striking
regularity in recent months

Deputies across the parties - including Paula Butterly, Matt
Carthy, Padraig O S n, Catherine Ardagh TD, Maire
Farrell, Barry rd SC TD, Willie O'Dea and Tom Brabazon
have kept the issue firmly on the agenda. That sustained
attention matters, because the changes proposed by the
Department of Justice are a de facto Cap on Legal
Representation

The proposed changes will replicate the experience of civil
legal aid in family law, where a flat-fee approach drove
practitioners out and left vulnerable clients without
representation

A Criminal Legal Aid system that practitioners cannot
sustainably participate in is not a Criminal Legal Aid system at
all. It is a paper guarantee.

Law Society of Ireland
¢

We know the Department of Justice's proposed changes to
Criminal Legal Aid will not work

Law Society President, Rosemarie Loftus, outlines how these
proposals, if introduced, will have serious and lasting
consequences for access to justice.

Law Society of Ireland’s Post

Law Society of Ireland
¢

“Wholly unacceptable”

That's how 94% of the 200+ solicitors working in criminal
legal aid describe proposed changes to the Criminal Legal Aid
fee structure - in a major survey by the Law Society Gazette.

Penal Reform Trust The Bar of Ireland Rosemarie Loftus
Mark Garrett Brian Hunt Shane M rthy Mayo Solicitors
alway Solicitors Bar Association DSBA
blin Solicitors Bar As iation) Laois Solicitors
ociation Southern law Association Sligo Solicitor
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National Media Coverage

THE IRISH TIMES

Flat fee
proposals
‘seriously
flawed’,
says Law
Society
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National Media Coverage

Analysis Analysis Analysis
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National Media Coverage

Viewpoint Viewpoint Viewpoint

‘WHOLLY UNACCEPT ABLE’ Survey on the proposed flat-fee reform of the

District Court Criminal Legal Aid Scheme
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